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FOOD DRIVE FOR THE
FRIENDSHIP CENTER

During the month of August , our church will be collecting 
food items for the Friendship Center to distribute to needy 
people across the area.  The Center needs all kinds of 
canned goods, flour, corn meal, dried beans, macaroni and 
cheese, powdered milk, baby foods and formulas and dia-
pers.  Paper towels, paper plates and cups, and plastic uten-
sils are also needed.  If you would like to make a monetary 
donation, please make your check to First Baptist Church 
and mark your envelope “Friendship Center.”  

Beginning Sunday, August 1st, shopping carts will be located at the entrances and gro-
cery bags will be available for your use.  Please take a grocery bag home, fill it with 
non-perishable items, return to the church and place in a shopping cart.

All efforts made for the Friendship Center will be appreciated!!!

August 29th is a fifth Sunday, and in keeping with our 
policy, we do not have Evening Worship Services on 
5th Sundays.   Sunday School classes are encouraged 
to have fellowships during this time.  Please call the 
church office if you would like to schedule your class 
for a fellowship at the church.



From the Pastor…
I’ve been reading a booklet I re-

ceived from Lifeway Publishing (the 
old Sunday School Board.)  It’s enti-
tled, Great Expectations, Planting 
Seeds for Sunday School Growth.

The writer, David Francis, believes in Sunday 
School, and it is a pleasure to read his positive impres-
sions and suggestions.  I believe in our Sunday School.  
As I look at our facility, I grasp the Lord’s direction 
many years ago to commit to small group Bible study 
for all ages.  As our church has prayed for the Lord’s 
direction, we have always, always, sensed the need for 
excellent classrooms, teachers, and literature.

I am grateful for the Lord’s direction in the past and 
I am expecting to experience the future blessings of 
holding onto that vision.

In the booklet, the author stresses the need for a Sun-
day School class to be “open.”  A closed class is satis-
fied with the present membership, which is okay, but 
there must always be an openness to reaching new peo-
ple for Jesus Christ and having those newcomers ex-
perience the life-changing dynamic of the new birth.

An open class prays for salvation decisions to be 
made through reaching out to new members.  There is 
an age exemption to this expectation.  That’s right, the 
bed babies are too young for professions of faith.  (Got 
ya, didn’t I?)  You were thinking, “My class is made 
up of older adults, we won’t see any salvation deci-
sions.”

When we begin to think like that, and we all do from 
time to time, we have become a “closed” class.

For a class to be open there must be an opportunity 
for visitors to come and feel welcome.

David Francis said he visited a church once and ar-
rived on time.  He and his wife waited in an empty 
classroom until a few members drifted in.  When the 
members arrived, they didn’t even say, “Hello.”  The 
teacher was 10 minutes late.  Big impression.  And first 
impressions stick.

When a Sunday School class is not ready to start on 
time, it is a “closed” class.

How does your class look?  Is it open?  This is not to 
put you on a guilt trip, it is simply to help us all think 
about fulfilling the vision that our church has had for 
years: To reach people for Jesus Christ through the 
Sunday School.

I hope you will look forward to being an “open” 
class.  I am praying for your class to reach out to a lost 
and hurting world.  I hope you are open this Lord’s 
Day.
See you Sunday,

Brother Ken

THANK YOU!!!!
I woke up Sunday morning with 
a note from a student who 
graduated years ago that 
stopped me in my tracks and 
made me drop my spoon in my 
morning cereal.... The message 
congratulated me on 15 years of 
ministry in New Boston and then told me how 
much of a blessing my family has been to him over 
the years and the impact that my life had on him 
as a teenager and now as an adult....

I’ve got to tell you that is a big deal to me and the 
best gift that I could ever receive as a minister. To 
be able to be a participant in the lives of people 
that God has saved and called to live faithful lives 
of service to Him is the greatest gift on the earth.

I can never express to this congregation the grati-
tude that Julie and I feel both to you and to God 
for the opportunity to serve with you here for the 
past 15 years to cooperate with God in the shap-
ing of souls for His Kingdom.

As Julie and I sat down Sunday night to reflect on 
the day and on the years we’ve spent here in New 
Boston we were overwhelmed with the love that 
has been shown to us.  And not just from the many 
that came by to shake our hands and give us 
hugs, but from the many who took the time to call 
or send a note telling us how much we mean to 
them.

It is a very humbling thing to stand there and take 
so many nice words, especially when it is us who 
have been blessed by this community.  The sup-
port that our family has received through the years 
ranges from spiritual to emotional to financial to 
the greatest support of all; the support that only 
family can give.  And that is what we feel like we 
have here.  We are part of a family, adopted by so 
many grandparents, parents, brothers, and sisters 
in Christ.  The feeling of love and acceptance that 
we feel is more than we deserve.  AND let me tell 
you how incredibly grateful we are for the amazing 
love offering that has shown us once again how 
much we are loved. THANK YOU SO MUCH!!!

Let me just say that I can’t wait to see what God 
has for us to do and experience in the years to 
come as we all follow Him in the adventure of 
making His Kingdom a reality here on earth.

Thank you again for such an amazing outpouring 
of love and support!

In Christ,

Rick, Julie, Anna, & Sara Rothwell 



Manna 
Kitchen
Offering

Sunday, August 29th, we will be 
taking an offering for the 
Manna Kitchen.  Every fifth  
Sunday our church receives an 
offering to assist this ministry.  
Manna Kitchen delivers meals 
several times a week  to the 
homebound in our community.

If you would like to donate to 
this worthy cause, please make 
your checks payable to First 
Baptist Church, mark your en-
velope “Manna Kitchen” and 
turn it in through our Sunday 
School Class or the plate offer-
ing.

ICE CREAM
SOCIAL

Johnny & Margie Youngblood 
will be hosting an ice cream 
social for the XYZ group at 
their home on Monday, August 
2nd.  Please call the church of-
fice to sign up.  Meet at the 
church at 4:45 p.m., and the 
bus will take everyone to the 
Youngblood’s.  Everything will 
be furnished, so, come and en-
joy some ice cream.

More News for You and Your Family

COMMUNITY
PREPAREDNESS

TRAINING:
Volunteers Needed
On Sunday, August 22nd at 5:00 p.m., 
Cindy Phelan from the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services will be 
conducting a POD (point of dispensing) 
orientation at our church.

A POD  is a clinic that would be acti-
vated in case of a public health crisis to 
serve the community.

The western portion of Bowie County 
will have their POD located at  First 
Baptist Church and will be needing 
volunteers to work at the POD if it is 
ever activated.  All types of volunteers 
(ages 18 and older) will be needed:  
nurses, educators, counselors, greet-
ers, clerical, janitorial, etc.

Ms. Phelan will give a short overview of 
what a POD is, then accept volunteer 
applications.

Please attend this important presenta-
tion and support the POD by becoming 
a volunteer.

Begin praying NOW for our
Fall Revival in September!

PIONEER DAYS 
NEWS

Gospel Concert
Each year during Pioneer Days 
we host the gospel concert.  
This year’s date is Thursday, 
August 19th and the time is 
7:00 p.m.

FREE WATER!
This year we will once again be 
giving away bottles of water  on 
Friday & Saturday (8/20 - 8/21) 
to those attending Pioneer 
Days.  If you’d like to help in 
the church’s booth, talk to Terry 
about when you’ll be available 
to volunteer.

Mission Statement:

To bring the lost and unchurched into fellowship
with God through salvation in Jesus Christ
by sowing truth, cultivating relationships,
reaping decisions, and transforming lives.

Congratulations to… 

Mark & Jessica Harbison
on the birth of

Abigail Lynn Harbison
born July 7, 2010.

She weighed in
at 7 lbs. 4 oz. and

measured 18 ½ inches

Sisters: Josephine & Kayce



Your Staff:
Dr. Ken Cox, Pastor

(kencox@valornet.com)
Travis Bryant, Minister of Music/Singles 

(travbry2@yahoo.com)
Terry Hughes, Minister of Adult Education/Outreach

(terry@fbcnewboston.com)
Rick Rothwell, Minister of Youth Education

(rick@fbcnewboston.com)
Maxine Torian & Dot Rosser, Secretaries

Shirley Brooks & Peggy DeSantis, Accompanists
Julie Rothwell, Nursery Coordinator
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VITAL SIGNS
Sunday, July 18, 2010

ATTENDANCE 
BIBLE  STUDY  (FBC & OTM)..................................... 296
WORSHIP (FBC & OTM)............................................. 385

WEEKLY OFFERING REQUIRED
FBC .................................................................$18,382.58
OTM......................................................................$322.23

OFFERING RECEIVED
FBC ................................................................. $14,791.40
OTM ..................................................................... $140.00

BRANSON TRIP
If you are signed up to go on the 
Branson trip in September, your 
final payment is due in the 
church office by August 16th.

The following “Thank You” notes have been re-
ceived through the church office and can be read 
on the “Thank You” Board located outside the 
Fellowship Hall:

Brandon Raney

The Staff and entire church family extend their 
deepest sympathy to the family and friends of:

… Betty Sadler (Linda Wilkinson’s mother)
… Jackie Williams (Tim Williams’ mother)
… Victor Prestridge (Billy Fox’s brother)
… Roger Davis (Rosie Garretson’s brother)  
… Bonnie Capson  
… Odis Martin  

To be posted, sympathy notes must be called into
the church office, 903.628.2531.


