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Annual Thanksgiving
Fellowship Supper

Tuesday, November 22nd

@ 6:30 p.m.
Our Annual Thanksgiving Fellowship Supper is scheduled for Tuesday, November 

22nd at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  The menu will be roast, gravy, potatoes and 
green beans, and this will be furnished by the church.  We are asking each individual 
to donate $1, or a maximum of $5 per family to help defray the cost of the meat.

Each family is asked to bring ONE of the following:  vegetable, salad or des-
sert.  Please prepare enough food for your family plus 5 other people.

To help us know how much food to prepare, please fill out a reser-
vation form which will be in the Sunday School classrooms or on the 
ledge in the vestibule and return to the church office no later than 
Friday, November 18th.  You may also call the church office to make 

reservations.

Monday, October 31st

5:30 – 7:00 p.m.
For Kids 6th Grade and Under

Inflatable Activities
CANDY - CANDY - CANDY 

Free Hot Dogs, Chips & Drinks
(until they’re gone!) 

20 Year
Anniversary

Recognition for
Bro. Ken Cox

Sunday, Nov. 27th

Bro. Ken’s first Sunday in the pulpit as pastor was on 
November 17, 1991.  He has asked that we keep this 
anniversary “low-key”, but we don’t want it to go un-
noticed.  Join us on the 27th as we honor him in the 
morning service (and tease him in the evening!).



From the Pastor…
    As you’ll see elsewhere in this newsletter, on Sunday November 27th I will com-
plete 20 years of service to this fellowship.

One of the greatest things this church does is take up a love offering for its staff 
members when they celebrate 5 year anniversaries.  In other churches there is awk-
ward time on annual anniversary dates.  “What should we do?  How should we recognize another year, 
2 years, etc.”  I don’t know when you started doing the 5 year love offerings, but it fixes a policy, 
eliminates awkward annual dates, and members can give what they want.  It’s a love offering.

In the past, on the three 5 year anniversary dates, the love offerings have been wonderful blessings.  
The “bonuses” covered expenses for a household with 5 children.  Stacks of medical bills have been 
paid and college expenses were taken care of. How nice the huge love offerings were!!

However, life is simpler these days.  Amanda, Rachel, and Clara live happily in Dallas. Casey is liv-
ing large at Texas A&M, College Station.  And Brooks and I rattle around in the huge parsonage, 
happy in the “man-cave.”

I’d like for the church to honor my wishes and do something different this time.  First and foremost, 
don’t stop future 5 year love offerings for staff members.  But, don’t receive one for me this time.  Sec-
ond, instead of a love offering, I’d rather get a scrapbook of written notes from those of you who care 
to write something for the occasion.

The kids did this for my last birthday.  These days, if I need something, I just go out and get it.  And 
I’m pretty picky.  So if they or you give me something I probably won’t like it.  Further, I didn’t want 
the kid’s money, I’d rather have something personal from them.  I noticed a few years ago that I really 
cherished anything in writing I got from the kids.  On my last birthday they gave me a scrapbook of 
notes from them.  The first time I read it I stayed awake all night I was so full of joy.  And I take the 
booklet down and read it from time to time.  It makes me very happy.

So, would you do that for me?  Don’t penalize future staff members’ anniversaries, just this once 
give me a scrapbook.  One of the ladies Sunday School classes could compile the notes.  If you don’t 
want to write something (or if you can’t think of anything nice to say) just sign it.  And don’t make me 
stay for a reception on Sunday night after church either.  The kids that can be with me for Thanksgiv-
ing will be here Sunday morning.  You can shake our hands at the end of the morning service if you’re 
not in a hurry to leave.  And I’ll get Rick and Terry to preach for me that Sunday.  That will be super, 
coming to church and doing nothing!  And then going home without staying late.  Sounds good doesn’t 
it?

So, I hope the church will honor these requests. I am very uncomfortable with anything else.

Serving this church for 20 years has been the privilege of a lifetime.  I have had the opportunity of 
being with great staff members.  They have been loyal, supportive and have done everything I asked 
them to do and more. The great staff has loved me and picked up my fumbles and covered my mis-
takes. The congregation has seen our family through times of incredible blessings and loss.  How won-
derful and patient you have been with us.  Thank you. Thank you.  Thank you.

Now, with this said, I can look forward to the anniversary date.  I won’t be preaching or staying for a 
reception, but I will look forward to reading your notes and signatures.

See you Sunday!!

Brother Ken



More News for You and Your Family

Congratulations to:
Stacey Lynn & Jessica Walker

on the birth of

Braley Marie Walker
Born September 25, 2011.

She weighed in
 at 7 lbs. 9 oz. and measured

 20 inches in length.

Proud Sister:  Vyctoria
Proud Grandparents:  
     Stacey & Pauline Walker

MARY HILL DAVIS
State Missions Offering

Church Goal:  $8,000
Received:        $5,473 

(thru 10/23/2011)

WOMEN ON
MISSION

Tuesday, October 11th @ 10:00 a.m.
Meeting & Covered Dish Luncheon

WOMEN ON
 MISSION, TOO

Tuesday, October 11th @ 7:00 p.m.
Edna Walker will be the

guest speaker.

THE CHURCH
OFFICE

will be closed
Thursday & Friday, 

Nov. 24 & 25,
for the Thanksgiving 

Holidays.

CASTING CROWNS

Will be in Shreveport Dec. 3rd. If 
there are enough people interested 
in going, we’ll take a group.  If 
you’re interested in going, or for 
more info contact Joe Dike. The 
deadline to sign-up will be Nov. 6th.

For 4th, 5th & 6th Graders
Bible Drill will begin Wednesday, Novem-
ber 2nd.  Please begin praying with your 
child about their involvement in this in-
credible ministry!  We will meet each 
Wednesday from 5:30-6:45 p.m.  For 
more info, contact Joe or Darla Dike at:

903-628-5829 (home)
903-628-4272 (office)
903-293-8047 (cell)

or e-mail them at:
darlajdcpa@valornet.com

Wednesday, Nov. 16th

11:00 a.m.
This month’s meeting will be a 
workday and covered dish 
luncheon.  We will be working 
on Christmas Mugs for the Tel-
ford Visitation  Center.  Please 
bring individually wrapped 
candy.

NO EVENING SERVICES
Oct. 31st is a 5th Sunday, and in 
keeping with our church policy, we 
do not have evening services on  
5th Sundays.

5th Sunday Fellowships
Noon – 3rd & 4th Grades – Bowling
1 pm – Theophilus Class @ Wiggins’
5 pm –  Potluck @ Oak Terrace
6 pm – Antioch Class – Fellowship Hall

OPERATION 
CHRISTMAS 

CHILD
 Women on Mission Too is asking for 
your help with this project.  Please 
support Operation Christmas Child by 
filling a shoe box or two which will go 
to children across the world. There 
will not be an Angel Tree this year, so 
this can be your Christmas gift to a 
child who has nothing.  We will be 
collecting these boxes through No-
vember 12th. Shoe boxes and forms 
that list suggested items to place in 
the shoe boxes  are available on the 
table in the Vestibule.  There is also a 
$7 charge for postage.  Please make 
checks payable to First Baptist 
Church!

Manna 
Kitchen
Offering
 Oct. 30th

If you would like to contribute to 
this offering, please make your 
check payable to First Baptist 
Church and mark your envelope 
“Manna Kitchen.”  You may turn 
it in through your Sunday School 
Class or the plate offering.

DEACONS’ MEETING
This month’s meeting will be on 
Nov. 13th due to the Community 
Thanksgiving Service on the 20th.

Let’s all be
Visitor 

Friendly
Be sure that every guest

(and member!) knows that you’re 
glad they are here!



Your Staff:
Dr. Ken Cox, Pastor

(kencox@valornet.com)
Terry Hughes, Minister of Adult Education/Outreach

(terry@fbcnewboston.com)
Rick Rothwell, Minister of Youth Education

(rick@fbcnewboston.com)
Maxine Torian & Dot Rosser, Secretaries

Shirley Brooks & Peggy DeSantis, Accompanists
Julie Rothwell, Nursery Coordinator
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VITAL SIGNS
Sunday, October 23, 2011

ATTENDANCE 
BIBLE  STUDY  (FBC & OTM)..................................... 342
WORSHIP (FBC & OTM)............................................. 404
Kid’s Beach Club (Tuesday, 10/18/11) ..................... 123

WEEKLY OFFERING REQUIRED
FBC ................................................................. $18,650.93
OTM...................................................................... $321.23

OFFERING RECEIVED
FBC ................................................................. $11,461.99
OTM ..................................................................... $212.00

CONTACTS
Reporting ........................................................................ 9
Contacts ........................................................................ 52

Wednesday (10/19/11)
Total Attendance ......................................................... 159
Mission Organization Attendance ................................. 61

The following “Thank You” notes have been received 
through the church office and can be read on the 
“Thank You” Board located outside the Fellowship 
Hall:

Wanda & Ronnie Metcalf

The Staff and entire church family extend their 
deepest sympathy to the family and friends of:

…  Ryan Wesley Johns (Wanda Metcalf’s nephew)
…  Nadine McCasland (Londa McElwee’s mother)
…  Mildred Woods (Mindy Newton’s grandmother)

To be posted, sympathy notes must be called into
the church office, 903.628.2531.

Community 
Thanksgiving 

Service
Sunday, November 21st

@ 6:00 p.m.
Tapp Methodist Church

DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS 

TIME
ends on Sunday, Nov. 6th,

so remember to set your clocks BACK
one hour on Saturday night, Nov. 5th.

In every thing give thanks:
for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning you. 

- 1 Thessalonians 5:18 


